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1	 Identify two ways in which MLAs can influence legislation. 

1. 	

2. 	  [4]
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Read the Source below and use it in answering Questions 2 and 3.

Source

The power-sharing system in Northern Ireland has resulted in an Executive 
Committee in which most parties in the Assembly must be represented. This has 
led to concerns about how the Executive can be properly held to account for its 
policies and actions. The Assembly does have the means to do this, for example 
through questioning ministers. However, some have argued that the Assembly has 
failed to perform its scrutiny role very well. 

2	 With reference to the Source and any other relevant material you have studied, 
explain what is meant by “power-sharing”.
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3	 With reference to the Source and any other relevant material you have studied, 
explain three ways in which MLAs can scrutinise the Executive Committee.
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Answer either question 4(a) or question 4(b)

Either

4	 (a)	 Assess the view that the Democratic Unionist Party supports very different 
policies from those it held in 1998. [Page 8]	 [25]

or

4	 (b)	 Assess the reasons why Sinn Féin has become the dominant nationalist party in 
Northern Ireland. [Page 12]	 [25]
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Either

4	 (a)	 Assess the view that the Democratic Unionist Party supports very different 
policies from those it held in 1998.
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Or

4	 (b)	 Assess the reasons why Sinn Féin has become the dominant nationalist party in 
Northern Ireland. 
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